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English Language Arts: Writing
Item Information and Scoring Guide 
Reference Sheet, Writing Prompt and 
Learning Results, Scoring Guide and 

Training Notes, and Student Responses

NOTE:   Each student’s total writing score is based on a response to the writing prompt and the 
reading/writing response item. (Refer to page C-57 for scoring information.)
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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how the Maine Educational 
Assessment (MEA) writing prompt is scored. These pages contain the prompt accompanied 
by the following information.

• Learning Results: the content standards, followed by the performance indicators, that 
the item measured

• Writing Scoring Guide: the ten-point description used to determine the score, divided 
into two parts. Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing (Topic Idea Development) are 
scored on a six-point scale, and Standard English Conventions are scored on a four-point 
scale.

• Student Responses: 

– one sample of student work for each score point value (6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1), scored for 
Topic Idea Development

– one sample of student work for each score point value (4, 3, 2, 1), scored for Standard 
English Conventions

– one exemplar of student work that received the highest possible score points for both 
Topic Idea Development (6 points) and Standard English Conventions (4 points)
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Writing Prompt
Learning Results: F-1, G-1, G-2

Standard English Conventions
F   Students will write and speak correctly, using conventions of standard written and spoken 

English.  Students will be able to
1        edit written work for Standard English spelling and usage, evidenced by pieces that show and 

contain
• no significant errors in the use of pronouns, nouns, and adjectival and adverbial forms.
• coordinating and subordinating conjunctions.
• no significant errors in the spelling of frequently used words and the correct use of commonly 

confused terms.
• no significant errors in the common conventions of capitalization and ending punctuation marks 

and common uses of the comma.
• few significant errors in the spelling of commonly misspelled and rare words, the less common 

capitalization conventions, the colon, semicolon, hyphen, dash, apostrophe, quotation marks, 
italics, marginal notes, and footnotes.

Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing and Speaking
G  Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, to present 

lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate feelings, 
knowledge, and opinions.  Students will be able to

1        write stories that effectively develop such elements as setting, major events, and problems and 
solutions.

G  Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, to present 
lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate feelings, 
knowledge, and opinions.  Students will be able to

2        write pieces and deliver oral presentations that effectively use descriptive language to clarify, 
enhance, and develop ideas.

Writing Prompt and Learning Results

     What if there were eight days in a week? Write about how you would use the additional day.
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Training Notes for Writing Prompt

Student Responses Scored for Topic Idea Development 

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 Paper—page B-8

This essay is richly developed and reveals a strong quality of compositional crafting. The writing 
is truly engaging, facility of language is sophisticated, and organization is precise and highly 
effective—a fine example of sophisticated first-draft writing.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 5 Paper—page B-11

This essay is fully developed. The writer wants to spend more time with family, and develops 
strong, relevant ideas to explain and support this point. Voice is evident throughout the essay, and 
language is used effectively.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 4 Paper—page B-14

The writer develops the novel idea of shortening school days, and supports this proposal with 
relevant details that are well developed and fit in a clear organizational plan. Voice is evident in the 
way in which the audience is addressed, and this quality is maintained throughout the piece.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 3 Paper—page B-16

This essay presents a good example of moderate topic development, focus, and use of details. The 
writer’s voice is evident in what seems to be a deliberately conversational tone. Language is not 
sophisticated, but shows some variation in use of sentence structures.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 2 Paper—page B-17

This essay is limited in topic development. The writer gives one pro and one con for adding another 
day to the week, but support is brief. There is limited variety in language.

Topic Idea Development Score Point 1 Paper—page B-18

This essay shows little topic development. Details are presented, but not developed. Organization is 
very weak, and use of language is simplistic.
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Student Responses Scored for Standard English Conventions

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4 Paper—page B-19 

The writer demonstrates control of a variety of Standard English conventions in text that is complex 
and entertaining.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 3 Paper—page B-22

There are few errors relative to the complexity of the essay, and there is no interference with 
communication.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 2 Paper—page B-23

There is some (minor) interference with communication in simple text.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 1 Paper—page B-24

Errors in sentence structure, punctuation, and spelling in simplistic text reveal little control of 
Standard English conventions.

Exemplar Student Response Paper—page B-25

Topic Idea Development Score Point 6

This essay is finely crafted. Rich topic development is achieved through development of rich images 
that are precisely integrated within a purposeful organizational plan. Sophisticated use of language 
supports this level of overall effect and establishes the basis of a unique tone and style that is 
evident throughout the piece.

Standard English Conventions Score Point 4

Clear control of conventions is demonstrated in this complex, carefully crafted essay.
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Student Responses for Topic Idea Development Score Points 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Student Responses for Standard English Conventions Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Student Exemplar for Topic Idea Development Score Point 6 and Standard English Conventions 
Score Point 4
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